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JOSHUA PETER DUEK  

Country: Canada  

Date of Birth: 13/1/1981  

Sport: Para Alpine Skiing 

 

 
Sports Career 

Paralympic Games:  5th in Para Alpine Downhill Men's Sitting at 
Vancouver 2010 | Silver Para Alpine Downhill - 
Men's Sitting at Sochi 2014 | Gold in Para Alpine 
Super Combined Men's Sitting at Sochi 2014  

World Championships:   Gold in Para Alpine Downhill Men's Sitting in 2009 
| 5th Para Alpine GS Men's Sitting in 2009 

 

Now more than ever, we need to communicate the power of sport and why sport 
matters.  As we all know, sport can transform, and in the words of the great and 
mighty Nelson Mandela: "Sport has the power to change the world. It has the 
power to inspire. It has the power to unite people in a way that little else does... 
sport can create hope where once there was only despair.”  

Given my shared belief that sport can change the world and the fact that sport 
has provided me with a deeper sense of purpose, it would be an honour to work 
amongst some of the greatest athletes and contributors to the sports world to 
ensure these opportunities not only continue but evolve to meet the growing needs 
and demands of those we serve, from grassroots participation to world-class 
record-breaking performances.    

As the Beijing 2022 Chef de Mission for Team Canada and the Executive Director 
for the British Columbia Freestyle Ski Association, I feel my current roles and 
previous lived experiences have provided me with the necessary skills to represent 
the athletes' voice at all levels of sport.  

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

Why do you wish to run for the IPC Athletes’ Council?  

Sport has allowed me to redefine what freedom means to me multiple times over 
nearly 25 years dedicated to the sector; as an athlete, coach, mentor and now 
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administrator.  It is my time to contribute to new and innovative ways to ensure 
sport is accessible to all walks of life, regardless of race, gender, culture, religion 
or financial background.  

Taking on this role will allow me to give back to the sports community at large and 
at the same time develop new skills and experiences to further champion sport at 
all levels.  Lastly, Canada has a strong history of athlete representation, and I am 
keen to share the insights from Canada and learn from other nations what the 
power of sport means to them and how we can collectively work to overcome the 
many challenges we all face.  

 

What special skills, background and expertise will you bring to the IPC Athletes’ 
Council?  

As the Beijing 2022 Chef de Mission for Team Canada and the Executive Director 
for the British Columbia Freestyle Ski Association, I feel my current roles and 
previous lived experiences in the sports sector have provided me with the 
necessary skills to represent the athletes' voice at all levels of the sports 
community.  

- Leadership - Strategic thinking - Strong work ethic  

- Attention to detail   - Innovative and passionate  

 

How has sport impacted your life?  

As a child, my dream was to become a professional skier, innovate new ways of 
doing things, and ultimately represent my country at the highest level.  That dream 
never came to fruition due to financial constraints. Rather than leave the sport 
altogether, I repurposed my passion for sport and became a Provincial level coach, 
working with some of the top athletes in Canada at the time.  While coaching, I 
sustained a spinal cord injury that left me paralyzed from the waist down.  

Fortunately for me, the sport was still an option. So, with some hard work, great 
support, and the Vancouver 2010 Paralympic Games on the horizon, I shifted my 
passions towards ski racing and fulfilled my dream to represent my country at the 
highest level.  During these formative years, I indeed came to appreciate the power 
of sport and its effect on both individuals and communities.    

 

What is your vision for the IPC Athletes’ Council?  

It is important to first recognise the great gains made by the previous and current 
council have made over the past few years, ushering the Paralympic movement 
into the modern sports world.  Some of the key areas of interest for myself are 1) 
the Athletes Health and Mental Wellbeing and how we can support them in their 
journey to unite the mind-body relationship 2) to ensure the athletes' voice is well 



3 

 INTERNATIONAL PARALYMPIC COMMITTEE 

represented and the collective voice is heard at the governing board and Senior 
Leadership levels of the IPC 3) that the athlete classification process is reviewed 
appropriately, clearly communicated and transparent 4) innovative pathways for 
athletes to serve as athlete mentors, coaches and officials as they grow through 
the sport system 5) athlete rights  

 

What is the biggest challenge you have experienced as an athlete? How did 
you overcome it?  

As an able-bodied athlete the biggest barrier for me was financial constraints and 
access to quality training venues, given I grew up in a rural community.  There was 
no simple solution to overcoming this barrier, rather I shifted my focus to other 
areas in the sports sector to where I could still live my passion and at the same 
time generate revenue to further my education, coaching.  

 As an adaptive athlete, the biggest barrier for me was the access to quality 
equipment to allow a fully integrated sports experience.  Fortunately for me, I was 
able to work with many great local manufactures to innovate and design new 
ways to look at adaptive equipment during my formative years, later on, Canada 
was named the host country for the Vancouver 2010 Games and with that many 
supports were put in place to help sports rethink the equipment we use. 


